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The past continuous, past simple, and past perfect are 
often used together to describe past events in detail.  
This is especially helpful for telling stories.

New language  Narrative tenses

Vocabulary  Idioms for storytelling

New skill  Using different past tenses

Telling a story

KEY LANGUAGE NARRATIVE TENSES
The past continuous is used to set the scene. The past simple 
describes actions in the story. The past perfect is used to talk 
about things that happened before the beginning of the story.

FILL IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE CORRECT TENSES

PAST CONTINUOUS

PAST SIMPLEPAST PERFECT
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CHECKLIST

 Narrative tenses   Idioms for storytelling    Using different past tenses  

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Jonah tells Ben how he  
proposed to his girlfriend.

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE PHRASES IN THE PANEL
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